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AMENDME^^ 

Please cancel claim 1 and anicnd claims 2 and 3, such that the status of the claims is 

as follows; 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) An air bearing slider comprising: 

a transducer havhig a pol e tip for communicating witl^ a disc; 

a composite slider body with a front portion composed of a first material a rear 
portion composed of a second material different fi-nm the firsHriateriaU the 
slider body having an air bearing surface defined on a di^c opposing face of 
the slider body, where the air bearing surface connipilJes the front portion and 
the rear portion; a ad 

a transducer basccoat portion attached to the r^aff portion of the slider body and 

containing the transducer; 
wh c i 'ci n th e pol e tip i s at a mechanical ctSs c point wi t h res pect t o the disc dur i nt; 

ttTgrrt. 

3. (Currently Amended) The slider of cla>m 2, wherein an interface of the fii-st material and the 
second material comprises a latitudjifal plane with respect to the sl ide r body substantially 
perpendicular to the air bearing surface. 

4. (Original) The sUden^ claim 3 wherein a thickness of the first material is as much as about 1 5 
times the thickness ofthe second material. 



5, (Prcviouslv/Amcndcd) The slider of claim 3 wherein a thickness of the first material is as little 
as about hartf the tliickncss of the second material. 



d 



D8S9-Gee-2I9 



I3ui!i wBiiAea ujS m mm le < m m m > mojj mm 



First Named Inventor; Zine-Wdine IJoutaghou Application No.: 09/884,796 

-3- 

6. (Original) The slider of claim 3, wherein the transducer portion comprises the second material, 

7. (Original) The slider of claim 6, where a lappingdurahility of the first material is greater than 
a lapping durability of the second material. / 

8. (Original) The slider of claim 6, where the first material is AITiC and the second material is 
AI2O3- / 

9. (Previously Amended) A method of manufacturing a slider body which/iupports a transducer so 
that the transducer is at a closest position with respect to a disc during flight, the method comprising 
the steps of: / 

forming a composite wafer comprising a laycr^e^ a first material and a layer of a 

second material, the composite wafer;^omprising aplurality of joined slider 

bodies; / 
forming on the layer of second material a transducer basccoat portion containing a 

plurality of transducers, wjjcrcin at least one transducer resides on each of the 

slider bodies; and / 
defining an air bearing surface on each slider body, the air bearing surface 

comprising a leading portion of the first material and a trailing portion of the 

second maj^al, 

1 0. (Original) The methera of claim 9, where a lapping durability of the first material is greater than 
a lapping durability^'' the second material. 

11. (Originaf^ The method of claim 9 further comprising severing the composite wafer into a 
plurality of bars. 
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12. (Original) The melhod of claim 11 further comprising severing a bar into a plurjrfityof 
individual sliders. 

13. (Original) The mctliod of claim 9 wherein a thickness of the first matQri£l is as much as about 
15 times the thickness of the second material. 



14. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein a thickpe^s of the first material is as little as about 
half the thickness of the second material. 

15. (Previously added) The slidefof claim 3 wherein the first material and the second material 
interface at a .single latitmlirfal plane. 



16. (Prcviotf^ly added) The slider of claim 3 wherein the latitudinal plane separates the front portion 
from/tfic rear portion, wherein the front portion of the slider body is composed entirely of the first 
faterial and wherein the rear portion of the slider body is composed entirely of the second material. 
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